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Optibrand is pleased to announce the appointment of Joseph H. Ritter as Chief Executive Officer, effective Monday, April 7, 2008.  Mr. Ritter comes to Optibrand following almost six years at Heska Corporation where he was most recently Executive Vice President of Global Business Operations.  Prior to Heska, Mr. Ritter was Director of the Asian Animal Health Business unit for Schering Plough, and Director of the Global Poultry Business unit for Ft. Dodge Animal Health.  At Pitman-Moore/Malllinckrodt, he spent several years as Group Vice President, Americas and Asia and as Senior Vice President, Asia Pacific.

“Mr. Ritter brings exceptional business and operations experience to Optibrand and we are fortunate to have him join our team,” said Fred Kerst, current CEO.  Following the planned transition, Mr. Kerst will remain on Optibrand’s Board of Managers.

Mr. Ritter graduated from the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine with a DVM degree and from the American Graduate School of International Management with a Masters of International Business degree.

He has been a veterinarian in private practice before entering into the commercial side of the animal health industry where he has spent over 25 years.  “I am excited about joining Optibrand,” said Ritter.  “The technology and potential in global markets presents unique opportunities for success.  I look forward to working closely with our Board of Managers and the Optibrand team of employees to achieve our goals.”

# # #

Founded in 1998, Optibrand Ltd., LLC is based in Fort Collins, Colorado and is the originator of the world’s only retinal imaging system for livestock identification.  With Optibrand technology, producers can use any identifier including retinal patterns, RFID tags, bar-coded tags, even preprinted or handwritten panel tags.  The built in GPS receiver establishes a time, date and location trail for all animals, while tamper-resistant retinal identification satisfies the most demanding customers.  Producers can enter, recall and edit critical production data from thousands of animals.  Optibrand technology can function as a stand-alone traceability system or by providing producers and processors with the means to improve and verify the performance of tag-based systems.  

At Optibrand, we believe that our technology is a differentiator and that our customer support is exemplary.  These benefits combine to provide enormous advantages to our customers.  For more information on how we might provide solutions for your organization, visit www.optibrand.com.   

